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obliged, when   summoned, to appear  and receive   the  order of knighthood.1
Monopolies were erected. Soap, leather, salt, and other commodities were put under the control of commercial oligarchies, which extorted large prices for their goods.2
The last and perhaps the most obnoxious measure for replenishing the royal exchequer, was the famous, or infamous, writ of ship-money, in which the sheriff of every county in England was directed " to provide a ship of war for the King's service, and to send it amply provided and fitted, by such a day, to such a place " ; and with that writ instructions were sent to each sheriff, that " instead of a ship, he should levy upon his county such a sum of money, and return the same to the Treasurer of the Navy for His Majesty's use/' with directions for proceeding against those who refused to pay.3 This was ship-money, " a word," says Clarendon, " of a lasting sound in the memory of this kingdom, by which for some years really accrued the yearly sum of two hundred thousand pounds to the King's coffers." It was John Hampden's refusal to pay this tax (his share of which was only some twenty shillings), and the great trial which followed, that first won for him the admiration of all patriotic Englishmen.4 In this trial the judgment of the court was in the King's behalf, and men who had heretofore paid the tax as a loan or favour to the King in his necessity, were now offended when it was exacted as his legal right. " They no more looked upon it," remarks the noble historian, " as the case of one man, but the case of the kingdom, _. nor as an imposition laid upon them by the King, but by the """judges, which they thought themselves bound in conscience to -the public justice not to submit to." Men were willing to radmit that urgent necessity or public safety would justify on "occasion an extreme exercise of the regal power in the levying of this arbitrary tax. But when the judges sustained the action of the King's council as sound doctrine of law, and
1  Clarendon, vol. i., p. 67.
2  Rushworth, vol. ii., pp. 136, 142-189, 252. ._ 3 Clarendon, vol. i., p. 68.
- 4 Ibid., vol. i., p. 68.